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The Influence of Local Intellectual Property Governance on Digital Content Exports
Zhou Nianli; Meng Ke; Yu Meiyue

Abstract: “Digital content trade” denotes the “cross-border electronic transmission of digitally
enabled products, including games, literary works and audiovisual content”. Within China’s dual
strategic framework of establishing itself as both a strong cyber nation and a strong cultural nation,
digital content exports fulfil not only an economic imperative—driving national development but also a
geopolitical and cultural one: the projection of soft power. Yet the intrinsic replicability and ease of

dissemination of digital goods render them particularly susceptible to intellectual property (IP)

THEARZT « 2025455584 - 60 -



F&A & &L TEA

infringement, necessitating robust governance mechanisms. China’s approach to IP governance has
undergone a marked shift from “passive compliance with international standards” to “proactive
regulatory innovation” culminating in a hybrid model balancing “centralised oversight” and “localised
implementation”. In alignment with national policy directives, regional authorities have adopted tailored
IP governance measures, advancing both protection regimes and commercial exploitation of intellectual
assets a transformation this study quantifies through the following analysis.

In this context, this study employs web crawling and quantitative textual analysis of Chinese
subnational IP policy documents (2014-2021) to assess IP governance capabilities at the prefectural-city
level, combining these data with app-level digital content trade metrics from Data.ai. The findings reveal
that local IP governance exerts a statistically significant positive effect on digital content exports, with
this effect being particularly pronounced for enterprises exhibiting higher creative quality and
innovation intensity, as well as for exports targeting countries with greater cultural proximity and
stronger IP regimes especially in interactive media categories such as audiovisual content and digital
games. Mechanism analysis indicates that enhanced local IP governance facilitates exports primarily
through two channels: the “innovation-driven effect”, whereby policy improvements stimulate corporate
R&D and bolster international competitiveness, and the “industrial agglomeration effect”, wherein
regulatory advancements attract sectoral clustering, generating scale economies that amplify digital
content export volumes. These empirical findings carry direct implications for policymakers and
practitioners.

The findings of this study yield significant policy implications for optimising digital content
export strategies through IP governance. For policymakers, the results underscore the necessity of:
(1) strengthening subnational IP protection frameworks, (2) advancing parallel initiatives in digital
technology safeguarding and indigenous innovation, (3) streamlining trademark and domain name
administration, and (4) calibrating industry support mechanisms to facilitate market entry for
innovative enterprises collectively enhancing the global competitiveness of digital content brands.
Concurrently, the study recommends that enterprises adopt a dual focus: strategically localising
digital content for target markets while systematically evaluating destination countries’ cultural
proximity and IP governance regimes when formulating export strategies.

Key words: digital content exports, intellectual property (IP) governance, keyword frequency
quantitative analysis
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