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Research on the Digital Trade Policy of Biden Administration and
the Countermeasures of China

ZHOU Nianli' MENG Ke'

(1. University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: By analyzing the partisanship of President Biden and a series of measures in the field of digital
trade governance, this paper believes that the Biden administration’s digital trade governance policy trends
will show four characteristics; 1) The Biden administration will attach more importance to the domestic
high-tech’s development, increase investment in high-tech research and development, and is expected to
protect the interests of the domestic high-tech industry through “establishing alliance of national intellectual
property rules” and “Technology Export Controlling Set to Loosen”. China will endure much more pressures
from the US and its alliances in the field of intellectual property protection (IPR). 2) The Biden adminis-
tration will actively promote the “US-UK FTA” to promote the evolution and upgrade of the “ American tem-
plate” and make efforts to create the gold standard for global digital trade governance. The financial technol-
ogy sandbox innovation plan and the setting of emerging technology industry standards will put pressure on
China. 3) The Biden administration will bring the US back to the Asia-Pacific via the “Digital Economic
Partnership Agreement” (DEPA). China’s digital trade governance influence in Asia-Pacific will be sup-
pressed. 4) It is estimated that the Biden administration will pragmatically make progress in multilateral
WTO digital trade negotiations, particularly focusing on reaching consensus with the EU on issues such as
digital service tax and cross-border privacy protection. The key of Sino-US conflict will be “digital trade
governance geopolitical competition” and “digital products and services access to China”. Based on this,
this article proposes four countermeasures: 1) Improve China’s independent research and development ca-
pabilities in top technologies. 2) Carry out digital trade governance cooperation and system coordination ac-
tively, and connect the “ American template” rationally and partly. 3) Open the domestic digital service
market reasonably and deeply. 4) Strengthen China’s influence of digital trade governance in the field of A-
sia-Pacific.

Key words: digital trade; Sino-US divergence; American template; countermeasure



