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Research on Hainan Free Trade Port Institutional
Innovation under the Pressure of “ From Positive to

Negative” in the Open Commitment Mode of Service Trade

ZHOU Nianli, YU Meiyue, HU Yajie

(China Institute for WTO Studies, University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract; Under the framework of RCEP and CPTPP, China is facing realistic pressure to make open
commitments to “foreign investment access” and “cross-border service trade” based on the negative list.
As the only free trade zone (port) in China that has implemented the use of two negative lists to manage
“foreign investment access” and “cross border service trade” respectively, Hainan has more foundation
and advantages in institutional innovation related to the “negative list”. Hainan can take the lead in adjus-
ting and improving the two existing negative lists in terms of format structure and content elements in ac-
cordance with international practices and rules, and try to combine the two lists, and finally realize the
relevant opening-up commitments with an integrated version of the negative list that conforms to interna-
tional practice.
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